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Walk Free Foundation, 2013. www.globalslaveryindex.org
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- President Barack Obama

President Obama with survivor of trafficking, Ima Matul 
at the Clinton Global Initiative, 2012



In the state of Louisiana, if a person is working against his will because his employer is 
using “force, fraud, or coercion” to convince him to continue working, that is trafficking. 
The only exception to that rule is for children under the age of 18, who are considered 
victims of trafficking if they are providing sexual services under any circumstances. 

Many people know that trafficking occurs in the sex industry, but in New Orleans, 
trafficking also has been found in cases of domestic service, farming, entertainment, 
construction, and factory work. 

Given Louisiana’s history of slave-holding, it is imperative that we take the lead on 
eradicating these modern forms of slavery described in this report. 
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Figure 1: from National Human Trafficking Resource Center 
Data Breakdown: Louisiana State Report: 1/1/2013-6/1/2013

Figure 2: from National Human Trafficking Resource Center 
Data Breakdown: Louisiana State Report: 1/1/2013-6/1/2013
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Figure 3: from National Human Trafficking Resource Center Data 
Breakdown: Louisiana State Report: 1/1/2013-6/1/2013
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Figure 4: from Polaris Human Trafficking Trends in the US, 2013

Catholic Charities Archdiocese of New Orleans 
works with immigrant laborers who report 
significant labor exploitation and abuse, 
including trafficking.

From 2009 to 2011 Catholic Charities of New Orleans was funded through a contract with 
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops to respond to cases of human 
trafficking.  In that time, they estimate that they provided services and legal support to 
approximately 125 people making claims of trafficking against their employers. 

The volume of cases handled by these two agencies alone indicates that labor 
trafficking is indeed prevalent in the region, despite the fact that these cases 
often remain much less visible than cases of sex trafficking. 
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Figure 5: Location of Pimp-Controlled Sex Trafficking Cases
from Polaris Human Trafficking Trends in the US, 2013
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There is significant public confusion regarding what constitutes the difference between forced 
sex trafficking and consensual sex work. While the sale of sex remains illegal in Louisiana and 
much of the United States, sex work can only be considered trafficking when there is an element 
of “force, fraud, or coercion” involved, or if the person trading sex is under 18 years of age. 
Confusion on this point leads media outlets to equate “prostitutes” with “trafficking victims,”23  
which both denies the agency of adults who choose sex work and serves to obfuscate the need 
for services of those who are indeed victims of trafficking. 

Louisiana law enforcement has substantially increased training and awareness regarding sex 
trafficking in the last few years, but the challenge remains to ensure that prostitution and 
trafficking are not confused. Currently, prostitution sting operations are sometimes pursued in 
the name of responding to “human trafficking.”24  Human trafficking efforts and resources have 
been redirected to arrest sex workers who are not themselves traffickers or trafficked. In a Mardi 
Gras 2014 trafficking sting operation in the Lafayette area, for instance, Louisiana State Police 
and the FBI arrested five women for prostitution, one man for “promoting prostitution,” one for 
“pandering,” and only two for soliciting sex with a minor online. No arrests seem to have been 
made for trafficking.25  Similarly, in a sting operation during the 2014 NBA All-Star Weekend in 
New Orleans, 30 arrests were made “in connection with sex trafficking.” Twenty-two of those 
arrested were women who were booked for prostitution, and four men were arrested for 
prostitution. Of those 30, only four were arrested for online solicitation of sex with a minor.26  
Because these stings target non-trafficked sex workers, and because there are few laws that 
protect them from exploitation, sex workers are typically afraid to report abuses -- including 
rape and certainly wage theft –- for fear of criminalization. 
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Figure 6: from Shared Hope International Protected Innocence Challenge
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Figure 7
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RESOURCES IN NEW ORLEANS AREA
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