If you choose to use this project with your students, you may want to use
these questions and learning activities to help your students understand
the problem of modern-day slavery and steps that can be taken to end it.

Teachers and Parents: The themes of the Freedom Project include the sex

trade, human trafficking, torture and murder.

Suggested grades: 11-12, College

Suggested subject areas: Social Studies, World History, Sociology, Con-

temporary Issues, Current Events

General Discussion Questions :

Use these questions to focus students on the topic of modern-day slavery and ways to
confront it.

1. What is slavery? Where and in what periods of time has slavery existed? Do you think
that it exists anywhere today? Explain.

2. Do you believe that slavery is fundamentally wrong? Explain your reasoning.
3. What is “human trafficking”?
4. What economic, social and other conditions do you think promote human trafficking?

5. What does “exploitation” mean? What are some of the ways in which humans are
exploited throughout the world?

6. In what ways are children sometimes the victims of exploitation?

7. What actions do you think that nations can take to stop human trafficking and exploi-
tation?

8. What do you think could be done to raise awareness about the issues of modern-day
slavery and human trafficking? What do you think might be the potential impact, if any, of
raising awareness about these issues among consumers and policymakers?

9. Do you think that there is anything that individuals can do to stop and prevent human
trafficking and exploitation? Explain.

Research and Learning Activities -- Use these activities to expand students’ understand-
ing of the topic as they enhance their research and media literacy skills.

Identifying “a Hidden Population”

Point out to students that it is difficult to get an accurate number of enslaved individu-
als because theirs is “a hidden population.” Ask: What credible information exists about
modern-day slavery, and how could students go about finding it? Challenge students,
working in groups, to seek out the facts behind slavery and human trafficking. Have each
group share its findings and sources with the class. What facts or statistics surprised
them most or made the greatest impression? Direct students to use what they have learned
to create a website on human trafficking that both informs and prompts people to take ac-
tion.

Freedom as a Basic Right

Throughout history, some countries have addressed the issue of individual freedom in their
governing documents. Help your students learn more about the priority that nations put on
freedom by assisting them in searching online for copies of national constitutions or laws.
As a class, examine some of these documents and identify how each addresses human
freedom. Was slavery allowed when this document was first published? Is it allowed now?
To what degree, if any, is freedom portrayed as a basic, guaranteed right? Conclude with an
examination of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights and discuss its focus. Why
do students think that slavery still exists, in spite of national and international declarations
that promote individual freedom?

Role of Business, Government and Consumers

Ask students to consider the role of child slave labor in the production of goods around the
world. Have groups of students conduct research to learn more about the use of child labor
in sweat shops and fields. Use these questions to guide students’ research:

¢ How are children being used as slave labor?

¢ What are some conditions under which these children work?

¢ What are the long-term effects of this work on childrens’ health?

¢ How might a society suffer in the long-term when children produce its goods?

Have groups present their findings. Present this question for class discussion and debate:
Who do you think should be responsible for eradicating the practice of child labor: busi-
nesses, governments, consumers or someone/something else?

THE

CINNJ=7 22"

Ending Modern-Day Slavery

i',."x
N . . , :
e National Coundil for the Social Studies

Taking Action

Lead a class brainstorming session to generate a list of approaches that students can
take to help raise awareness about human trafficking and ways to stop it. Have the class
vote on one approach and work together to make it happen. That approach might include
producing a PSA (Public Service Announcement) or orchestrating an email campaign to
business and national leaders. Have students choose roles in the project and be held
accountable for that part.



